SA Doing All It Can To Eradicate Crime: Zuma
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In some countries the media were applauded as patriotic for not reporting on crime, President
Jacob Zuma said on Friday.

Zuma was responding, in the closing session of the three-day World Economic Forum on Africa
in Cape Town, to a plea for his government to make South Africa a safer place to do business.

He said the new administration would do "everything we can" to make sure crime was
eradicated.

"It is one of the things that we are going to invest a lot in, in ensuring that the environment is
clear," he said.

"Although I've always argued this, whether it is the only deterrent.
"Because there are countries that have crime, but [it] is not an issue that is put forward.
"In fact in some places [it is] not as reported as it is in South Africa.

"I think in South Africa we have a media that doesn't leave anything, it reports everything
including the rate of crime.

"In other countries the media is applauded by not reporting crime, that they are patriotic,
because they are not marketing their countries negatively.

"l think in a sense we should look at South Africa even from that point of view, that we are so
transparent, that there are no issues that we believe are the issues that should be dealt with [as]
domestic issues. They are all known.

"If you come to South Africa you know exactly what to meet. You can not be surprised by issues
when you come in."

The appeal to Zuma had come from the floor in the closing session, from a businessman who
said his factory was recently robbed and an employee hijacked.
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